Goodness

1998-99 School Year – E-Letter #9

Dear TCA Family & Friends:

“To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


Can you imagine receiving such a beautifully worded urging from someone who cares about your welfare? His response is to a request we make from time to time, although often without being fully aware of our need. Sometimes our heart can articulate what our audible words cannot formulate. These words are St. Peter’s opening in the first chapter of 2 Peter. This is what he says to grab the attention of his audience. It is a fitting passage for what has been on my mind for the last few weeks. Actually, portions of his words have flowed in and out of my head for years.


I was invited to speak to an organization a few years ago. It was a retreat setting and was attended by about 35 department heads. My topic was about people who had been influential in my professional career. It was a two-day retreat, a leadership series with a couple of outside speakers preceding a self-evaluation exercise. I named about four key people in my professional life, the stage of my career they were involved, their reporting relationship to me, their age and what it was they had taught or shown me. I then focused on the common thread that ran through each of them. It was at this point that I told my audience that I was going to abandon the typical language of business management and use an uncommon word seldom used in the work world. I told them that each of these influential people had a GOODNESS about them that stood out. It was the single word that characterized these mentors, in my eyes. It was what drew me to them. Their goodness made their actions and words compelling to follow. Their goodness translated into sincerity, fairness, and a genuine care for people. You wanted to follow them not because they had a title or were placed high on the organization chart but because they were good to the core.


So it strikes me with a swell of encouragement when I read Peter’s first -- very first – listing of the key linkages that carry us from a DESIRE to be Christ-like to the reality of a victorious claim of a living knowledge and indwelling of Christ. He says to add to your faith a simple, basic yet powerful GOODNESS.


At a low moment I had a couple of weeks ago, my best friend in life (Linda, of course) lifted my spirits by asking me to see myself as she sees me and as Christ sees me: that it is clear I strive to be and am a person of goodness. I was lifted from a pit with her words. I do have a drive to be a good person. I cannot understand why it would not be a basic drive of every person.


George MacDonald (1824-1905), a Scottish minister aided in his popularity by C. S. Lewis (and a big influence on C. S. Lewis) in the middle of this century, writes of goodness:


“How many people would like to be good, if only they might be good without taking trouble about it! They do not like goodness well enough to hunger and thirst after it, or to sell all that they have that they may buy it; they will not falter at the gate of the kingdom of heaven; but they look with pleasure on this or that aerial castle of righteousness, and think it would be rather nice to live in! They do not know that it is goodness all the time that their very being is pining after, and that they are starving their nature of its necessary food.”


I realized several years ago that Linda and I had systematically surrounded ourselves with people of goodness. We actually began a replacement of friends and neighbors not walking a godly life with those who formally and publicly proclaimed a journey of faith. Our family of faith are full of encouragers. The students at TCA are examples of Peter’s linkages. To watch the kids give each other (and us) spontaneous hugs adds warmth to an otherwise cold world. We aren’t so naïve to think that they don’t struggle and stumble as we all do from time to time. But it is clear that there is a fundamental goodness inside them that guide their daily walk. The letters we get from the college students involved in leadership and ministry are inspirations to us on a regular basis. It is a parent’s greatest thrill to know their children grow into adulthood and continue the faith journey totally by their own election. It is more than just continuing the path set by their parents and TCA. There is a yearning inside them to follow the call of Christ. The search is sometimes confusing or even seemingly conflicting, but their faith in Christ confirms that they will be led to the right place, to be put with the right people, to live a life honoring to God. The TCA family and our friends have shaped our life into something that has form, direction and purpose. We are forever indebted to you – students and parents alike. 


We close with a request that you inventory your friends and ask yourself what it is that attracts them to you? Also, ask what it is that attracts you to them? Are you raising their standards (and yours), calling them to adhere to the words of Peter? What are you doing to build upon and strengthen your (and their) inherent goodness, to increase a knowledge of Christ, to harness actions and words through conscious self-control, to persevere and defeat temptations, to practice godliness, to exude brotherly kindness to everyone you meet and to allow the pure love of Christ to flow from you to those around you? We can safely say that your actions of goodness will attract friends for life. And those who don’t follow you now may someday make a turn that is rooted in how they see you today. And those who reject you forever will be those not worth allowing your life to crater on their behalf.


Our prayer is that God will allow you to see your own goodness, the reflection of the substance of Christ himself. We pray that your inherent goodness will add to your own peace but will also be such an influence to those around you that daily confirming signals will strengthen you even more. We pray that you will someday look around you (if you can’t do that now) and see concentric circles of supporters, encouragers, people filled with the love of Christ forming a protective ring so thick that the burden to discern and select the right path is no longer a dilemma for you. 

Your parents and your TCA family will always be standing in that circle. It isn’t a watchdog circle, and it is not a chastising circle. It is a circle of joy. It is a circle of goodness for which we pray your heart pines and from which you can feed your starving nature the substance of Christ. Our arms and those of your entire TCA family are always open. The offer stays open forever, but you have to make the move.





We love you!





Lewin

P.S. Linda is better from the surgery but contracted a virus that left her with a very raw sore throat and a weakness from the antibiotics. She worked a half-day on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. She did not go to the game last night, thank goodness. It was cold and rainy (but we did beat Bishop Lynch 35-16!). She is better today and is hopeful of making it full days most of next week.

