Greyfriar's Bobby


How many of us have a dog or have had a dog at sometime in the past? We thought it would be best to present this sharing tonight, long before we get to Europe and before you start missing your pets. It is the pets and not the human members of the family that first get missed when away from home for any length of time. Why is that?

I've often thought about how pets, particularly dogs, were put on earth to teach us many things. They teach us how to relax. Is there anything more peaceful, so serene as a pet curled up in our lap or by our side sleeping away? We had a Beagle for 15 years. Maggie loved hearing our voices. When we would come home to discuss the day in our comfortable chairs, she would be at our feet, her body stretched as long as her bones and muscles would stretch, with her head resting on her front paws and her eyes closed tightly as she soaked up our sounds. We now have a cat who does the same, except that she rolls on her back with her feet sticking straight up in the air and her head pointing toward us as she gazes at us upside down until her eyes can no longer stay open.

The biggest lesson that pets teach us is how to show unconditional love. Have you ever thought how your pet cares not what your class ranking is, if you are popular or how grand your car is. Your pet had just as soon you not go on a date because then they would benefit from your company the entire evening! Loyalty, dedication, and complete dependence on your presence, your love, and your hugs is what your pet lives for day to day. Isn't that wonderful! Have you ever thought how different the world would be if we all felt and showed each other unconditional love?

In Scotland, something is going to happen so fast that it is possible that you will miss the essence of the moment if we don't prepare you now. The bus is going to stop for no more than 10 minutes, let us out for an opportunity to get a photograph of a dog in front of a pub. If you just saw the statue, you'd wonder if this is all you are going to get for your money in Europe. "Hey mom, I came all the way to Scotland only to get my picture taken standing beside a statue of a dog -- is this culture or what!"

But this is one of the most famous dogs in the world. He is referred to as Greyfriar's Bobby. The story goes that this little terrier accompanied his 

master to the pub every day for lunch. He was a faithful little dog but no one could have imagined just how loyal a little pet could be in those days. They soon learned how much when the dog's master died one day in 1858 and was buried in the graveyard close to the pub. Afterward the dog would show up at precisely lunchtime for his bone, which the pub's owner provided.

One day the pub's owner followed Bobby after lunch only to find that the dog was returning to the cemetery and resting atop the grave site of his master. At first the pub owner, although deeply touched, thought this would not last long. But this loyal dog never stopped watching over his master. The townspeople began to hear about this example of dedication and would come by to see for themselves. Someone built a little shelter, for the dog never left regardless of the weather.

This expression of love for the master continued not for just a few weeks or a few months, but for fourteen long years. When the dog died, it was allowed to be buried in this famous cemetery reserved only for humans - his reward for over 5,000 days and nights of unwavering love.

A wealthy member of Edinburg was so impressed with the story being told of Bobby that she paid to have a bronze statue erected in front of the pub. We will be traveling as a family for 11 days. We will see many things. For some sights, we will have ample time to reflect on the significance of what we are seeing. But many things will come and go like this 10 minute stop to celebrate not just a little puppy dog but the kind of unconditional love that Christ shows us and encourages us to show to others. May we be so moved to soak up the example and to realize that God puts people, pets and events in our lives so that we can mature as His children. This discovery is what we urge you to expect and seek on our special journey to Europe. It will be up to you to pursue.

 We look forward to both the wonderful European sights and the equally enriching time we will spend together sharing at night about what we have experienced during our days. We will also be teaching you about journaling so that your photos can capture what you have seen and your journal can capture how you felt inside as we experience  what God and our brothers and sisters of ancient Europe have prepared for us.  We can't wait!  LFM.

