Lively, Lovely Lauren
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lessings for Lauren are easy to identify, although they begin to mount up when you realize you've run out of fingers and toes on which to count. The first thing that comes to mind is the most visible, which is her natural, beautiful smile. Along with her bright eyes, she is a picture of life itself. One can visualize her as a little girl, perhaps with a mischievous gleam in her eye.


But it is her vibrant conversation that gives her away as a person with a zest for life. She is blessed with a voice that carries authority and draws your attention, even when buried towards the back of the cheerleader van. But the command she has isn't from barking orders but rather from sharing stories. Funny stories. Girl talk. Even when the topic isn't fully discernible, you can hear Lauren holding court with bursts of laughter (including hers) punctuating the end of one quip and with only a breath separating it from the next one coming up. Lauren is life and laughter.


But Lauren is so much more. There are moments in life when you get to witness the quintessence of humbleness. One of the most unforgettable and most heart-warming moments was when we called Lauren to the school for a little talk. Perhaps the emotional cannon fodder she brought with her was due to her worry that she was in trouble -- a strange worry since school had not yet started. The mind's snapshot is still vivid of her awe-struck facial expression upon learning she was going to be on the Varsity Cheerleader Squad after all. Disbelief is much too simple a word to register the stages of shock, joy, fear, bewilderment, doubt and back to joy all occurring within only a few minutes. Then humbleness engulfed her as she buried her head in her hands and let the tears flow. The reaction was understandable, especially in light of the story she then told about how she had been laying on her bed wondering what God had in store for her seemingly bland senior year when she got the phone call.

It was at that moment that we knew how much we were going to fall in love with this Christian blessing named Lauren. Not for one second did she require us to question our decision or our love for her. Blessings, dear Lauren! L&L.

